
From: OFFICE RECEPTIONIST, CLERK
To: Linford, Tera
Subject: FW: Proposed Amendments to CR39
Date: Friday, November 12, 2021 10:26:13 AM

 
 

From: Western, Gary [mailto:western@wscd.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 12, 2021 10:20 AM
To: OFFICE RECEPTIONIST, CLERK <SUPREME@COURTS.WA.GOV>
Subject: Proposed Amendments to CR39
 
External Email Warning! This email has originated from outside of the Washington State
Courts Network.  Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender, are
expecting the email, and know the content is safe.   If a link sends you to a website where you
are asked to validate using your Account and Password, DO NOT DO SO! Instead, report the
incident.

 

Dear Sir/Madame,
 
I’m writing to offer my thoughts in opposition to the proposed changes to CR 39 allowing the court
to order a Zoom trial over the objections of one or all parties.  While it is easier for a juror to stay
home and be on the computer, to me that is not the standard or test.  In my experience Zoom jurors
miss out on some of the importance of the case, the court room atmosphere and seeing the
participants in person.  Why throw out decades of practice permanently due to the current
pandemic?  One hopes this will end at some point and we can resume in person trials.  I have had an
in person trial this year, so some courts do still have in person jury trials.  Despite what some say, I
think the zoom trial juries are much younger and less diverse than in person juries. 
 
Thank you.
 
Regards,
Gary A. Western
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